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Status 

1 )£<] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 November 2006 . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) « is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1-13, 15-19 is/are rejected. 
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Art Rejections: 

1. The text of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) cited in the previous office 
action is hereby incorporated by reference. 

2. The rejection of claims 1-13 and 15-19 under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith U.S. pat. No. 6,218,649 
in view of Post , U.S. pat. No. 5,822,527, mailed 8/30/06 is 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

Allowable Subject Matter: 

3. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Response to Amendment: 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on 11/29/06 with respect to 
claims 1-13, 15-19 have- been fully considered but are not deemed 
persuasive. 

First, the examiner thankfully acknowledges the typo error 
pointed out by the applicant where, an incorrect patent number to 
Smith was stated in the previous office action. The correct 
patent number has been recorded in item 2 above. 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,931 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2154 

Applicant asserts that Smith fails to render the invention 
obvious because Smith does not teach a signal selection policy 
that depends upon a signal ID/label as admitted by the examiner. 

The examiner disagrees. While Smith does riot explicitly 
state a signal selection policy that would depend upon a signal 
ID or label, Smith however clearly teaches applying one or more 
policies that would make use of media types and sources of data 
streams. For instance, a policy for displaying only video of j 
most recent speakers would require a signal selection circuit 
with an ability to recognize and identify a data stream type 
(i.e., video, audio) and its source (i.e., coming from which 
speaker) ( see col 19, lines 21-35 ) . Additionally, Smith also 
teaches utilizing . a media header for storing media ID/labels 
that indicate at least media types, IDs, timestamps, etc., that 
would be used by the media receiver for performing appropriate 
signal selection and/or signal synchronization ( see col 17, 
lines 40-46 and col 21, lines 3-11 ) . Thus, taken as a whole, the 
examiner submits that. Smith would have fairly suggested a policy 
that would ^have utilized media IDs/labels/attributes for making 
signal selection as required by the present claims. 

Per claims 7 and 9, the examiner submits that media signal 
(e.g. video) received from a user is a media output from that 
user. 
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Conclusion: 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 

extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL 
EXPIRE ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY 
EXTENSION FEE PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED 
FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL 
THE STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS 
FROM THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Viet Vu 
whose telephone number is 571-272-3977. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 
4:00pm. The Group general information number is 571-272-2100. 
The Group fax number is 571-273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan Flynn, can be 
reached on 571-272-1915. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http : //pair-direct . uspto . gov . 
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Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free) . 
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